
University Senate Academic Standards Committee:
Second Major Policy

The committee reviewed the second degree credit policy for a number of colleges/universities.
Purpose:

1. To be informed of our competitors policies

2. Adopt a second degree policy that would not lead to our losing students to our competitors
	Name of the College
	First Degree Requirements
	Second Degree Requirements

	Caldwell
	Minimum of 120 credits.
	

	FDU
	 Minimum of120 credits.
	Academic specialization (each between 18 and 24 credits)

	Kean
	
	A minimum of 32 credits.

	Montclair
	Minimum of 120 credits. 
	Completion of 24 college- level credits.

	Ramapo
	Minimum of 128 credits 
	Student must complete a minimum of 30 credits in residency.


	Rutgers
	Minimum of 120 credits.
	Depends upon each program or major.

	Rowan
	 Minimum of 120 credits
	Students must complete a minimum of 30 credits at Rowan University.

	Seton Hall
	Minimum of 120 credits.


	

	Stevens
	
	 Degree requirements for interdisciplinary programs vary.

	St. Peters
	 Minimum of 120 credits
	Students must complete a minimum of 
 30 credits

	Stockton
	Minimum of 128 credits.
	A minimum of 32 credits beyond the 128 credit.

	William Patterson
	Minimum of 120 credits.
	   A minimum of 30 credits


Committee Recommendation
After reviewing the policies of the different colleges/universities listed above, the committee found no consistent criteria in determining the required number of credits for the second degree. Therefore, the committee recommends that for NJCU, the Second Major Requirements be reduced, on a ratio basis approach (i.e. from 128:32=4; 120/4=30 for a NJCU first major graduate and 128:36=3.56; 120/3.56=34 credits for a non-NJCU graduate). 
Mid-Semester Grade Policy
We sent an email to the Chairs in all the schools for their input asking them to sound the opinion of their faculty regarding the three options below.

1. Should it be Pass/fail only
2. Should it be a letter grade (e.g. ABCD etc.)
3. Should it be a letter Grade including pass/fail/
15 Chairs responded and here are the results below:
Pass/fail only  



12
Letter grade



1
Letter grade including pass/fail 
1
Abstained (grad. Program,) 

1
The committee recommends option 1 (PASS/FAIL).  

Respectfully submitted by:

David Chiabi, Chairperson

Thomas Liu

Melissa Martirano

Vanashri Nargund

Deverin Johns, Student Rep.
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